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Hilltop Notes 

for the CHS Community 

1.21.23 

 

 
 

“Office Hours” are now “Centaur Support Time” 
Every CHS teacher is allotted time four days a week from the end of 8th period until 3:10 for students 
to drop-in for assistance and consultation. In the past we referred to these as “Office Hours”. To 
create a more explicit understanding of what this time is about and to attract more of our students to 
take advantage of it, we are renaming it “Centaur Support Time” (yes, Dr. Kresse really loves 
alliteration and our mascot). Students can view teacher schedules outside their classroom doors for 
details about which four days of the week the teacher holds Centaur Support Time.  
 
Important Notices from the CHS School Counseling Office 
Reminder About Grades: CHS Families, please be 
advised that quarter two grades close on Friday, 
January 27th. We will be sending out mid-year reports 
to students during the week of February 6th.    

Senior Parents: Please continue thinking about 
Scholarships! There are many more scholarship 
programs now taking applications. Senior Parents, 
please remind students to be check updates in their 
Schoology feed from the School Counselors! The 
School Counselors are continuing to update the Senior 
Schoology page with a lot of great Scholarship 
opportunities. Scholarships are also posted to the City 
Honors website, and we keep card copies in our 
scholarship drawer. Students should see their 
counselor if they have questions.  

Junior Parents: The City Honors School Counseling 
Office invites you to our College Planning Kickoff Night 
for the Class of 2024! It will take place on Tuesday, 
January 31st from 5-7pm. Please refer to the attached 
flyer and make sure to RSVP by Monday, January 
30th.  
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There will be a College Fair on Wednesday, March 15th, that is free and open to the public at the 
Buffalo Niagara Convention Center from 6:00pm to 8:30pm. This is a great opportunity for students 
to meet with different college representatives! All families interested, please feel free to check out 
this link for more information: NACAC National College Fair – Buffalo (nacacattend.org) 

As a reminder, Juniors will have the opportunity to sit for the SAT School Day on Tuesday, April 25th. 
Please reach out to the School Counselors for more information or questions regarding the school 
day.   

Scheduling for Students: School Counselors will begin meeting with students this month for 
scheduling! We appreciate your support in helping to return those schedule forms back to the 
counselors, so that all students are set and ready to go for next year! All forms need to be returned 
by February 17th, thank you for all your continued support.   

Free Hilbert College Credits: If you have a student enrolled in AP English (Lang and Comp), AP 
Computer Science, Anatomy and Physiology, AP United States History or AP Environmental Science, 
please note that these are Dual Enrollment Courses offered through Hilbert College. Students 
enrolled in these courses received a packet in their courses on information on how to register for the 
dual-enrollment credit. The registration deadline is Friday, February 10th. 
 
Consider Becoming a Host Family for a Rotary Exchange Student!* 
The Buffalo Rotary Club is currently working to bring two foreign exchange students to Buffalo and 
CHS for the 2023-24 academic year. We are hoping that a few families of current CHS students will 
consider opening their hearts and homes to host one of these students for a period of 3-6 
months. It’s a tremendous opportunity to get to know a young person from abroad that often 
results in lifelong connections,. More information and an application to host are available at this link. 
Questions? Contact Jill Norton at jillnorton620@gmail.com  
 
It's Time for Lacrosse! 
The BPS Boys and Girls JV and Varsity lacrosse teams are currently taking player registrations for 
students in grades 7-12. Off season workouts are starting now. All students invited! All equipment 
provided! Students in grades 7/8 must have passed the APP test. Interested? 

Girls: Please text Coach Weatherston at 716.804.1156. You can also follow us on Instagram at 
@bpswlacrosse 

Boys: Please text Coach Truilizio at 716.430.8989 

Registration is also open for WNY Lacrosse Foundation's after school Spring lacrosse program for 
Boys and Girls in grades 6-8. Registration link and general information can be found at 
www.wnylacrossefoundation.org* 
 
National Youth Science Camp* 
Applications are now being accepted from high school seniors and juniors to represent New York 
State at the 2023 National Youth Science Camp, a hybrid event held June 19th through July 12th, 
2023 at Camp Pocohontas in West Virginia. Housing, meals, transportation, and supplies are provided 
to participants at NO COST.  

https://rye7090.org/101572/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=host-families
mailto:jillnorton620@gmail.com
http://www.wnylacrossefoundation.org/
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The deadline to apply is February 28th, 2023. Applications must be submitted online at the National 
Youth Science Academy website. For more information about the program, please visit the National 
Youth Science Camp website. 
 
CHS Middle Schoolers to Present ‘The Lion King Jr.’ Feb 3, 4, 5 

 

https://www.nysacademy.org/programs/nyscamp/
https://www.nysacademy.org/programs/nyscamp/
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Centaurs of the CHS Speech and Debate Team Seek Perfection 
The City Honors Speech and Debate Team continued their winning streak, remaining unbeaten on 
the season on 1/7 at the Rochester School of the Arts Invitational. With just one regular season 
tournament left on the schedule, your Centaurs are hoping for a perfect season! 

Helping to secure the win in Speech categories were J. Bensch, Liam 
Rio and Tim Tidd, who placed 1st through 3rd, respectively in 
Dramatic Interpretation. With J. Bensch's gold medal, they are also 
now fully qualified to compete at the New York State tournament in 
April. In Varsity Oral Interpretation, Dani Peffer earned the bronze 
medal to add to their collection.  

In the category of Lincoln Douglas debate, novice level, Rayhona 
Nasimjonova placed 1st in her very first tournament, while 
Genevieve Harris earned the silver medal. At the Varsity level, senior 
captain Julia Chiriboga placed 1st and is now fully qualified to 
compete at States! Max Riley Pasciak earned the bronze medal. 

Public Forum debate featured the most competitors for CHS and they 
delivered spectacularly. In the novice level, it was a clean sweep as Hasan Jamil & Fahim took gold 
and qualified for States, Simon Fischer & Tristan Tortora placed 2nd, and Jack Redwine & Brian 
Caulfield earned 3rd place. In intermediate PFD, Aidan Becker & Nathan Lloyd placed 2nd, while 
Tiahnee Porter & Madoka Aldstadt placed 3rd. It was another clean sweep at the Varsity level, as 
Amelia and Charlotte Colder took home the gold medal and qualified for States, Jake Baldwin & Liam 
Cobb earned silver, and Julia Eagan & Zach Biniszkiewicz captured bronze.  

Overall, 15 of our 20 competitors earned medals and nearly earned their 3rd perfect score of the 

season, narrowly missing that mark by just 2 points! The last regular season tournament is next 
Saturday, 1/28, just down the road at Mount Mercy Academy. Congratulations to a well earned team 
effort! 
 
Students Returning to School After an Absence 
As a reminder to parents, when students return to school from an absence, they must provide a 
written excuse. The school district cannot permit a verbal excuse to be used. 
 
Senior Dues 
Attention Senior families. This is reminder that the senior dues deadline has been extended until 
February 1st but please be sure to meet this deadline. Senior hoodies will arrive shortly and students 
must have settled dues in order to receive their hoodie. A senior meeting was held on Thursday, 8th 
period to discuss important senior class issues including the Senior Class Service Learning Initiative 
(SLI). 
 
CHS Hockey to Square Off with Canisius Tonight! (1/21)* 
Attention CHS sports fans, on Saturday, January 21st, our CHS varsity hockey team has a huge game 
against Canisius High. Game time is 9:00pm at the North Buffalo Rink on Tacoma Avenue. Please 
come out and support our team. Wear some cardinal red and make some noise! Hope to see you 
there. Go Centaurs! 
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UB and Buff State Invite You to Celebrate National Women and Girls Sports Day* 

 
 
City of Buffalo Looking for Lifeguards* 
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CHS Annual Fund- Every Gift Matters!*  

Since 1996, the CHS Annual Fund Drive has helped to reduce the need for our students and teachers 

to fundraise so they can focus on what is most important: the joy of teaching, learning and 

enrichment! The Annual Fund also helps to ensure that EVERY student has what they need to enjoy 

the best possible CHS experience. 

The City Honors/Fosdick-Masten Park Foundation asks all members of our school community to 
consider a contribution to the Annual Fund. When we all participate, we make a real difference for 
our students. 

Please use this link to: 
-Make a quick and easy online donation. 
-Print out a donation form if you prefer to mail a check. 
-Read the 2022-23 Annual Fund letter. 
-Learn more about how the CHS Annual Fund and CHS Fosdick-Masten Park Foundation help our 
students. 

Thank you for supporting the CHS Annual Fund Drive and our students! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
* Please Note: Announcements in this newsletter marked with * mean the activity is not organized by 
City Honors School or the Buffalo Public Schools. The school and school district neither endorse nor 
sponsor the organization or activity represented in this material. The distribution of this material is 
provided as a community service. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Reminders for Our Families During This Time of COVID 
Keep Our CHS Students and Staff in School- Keep Our Families Safe!: We strongly 
encourage you to consult with your family doctor about having everyone five and older in your 
household vaccinated for COVID/receive a COVID booster where applicable. Need more reasons to 
get vaccinated? Read more from the CDC. This is a critical matter for our school to function and to 
keep our community safe! 

Free COVID Testing: The ECDOH offers free, walk in rapid ID Now and PCR testing at 608 William 
St Buffalo, NY from 9AM-3PM and at 3359 Broadway Cheektowaga, NY at 8AM-PM M-F. Click on this 
link for more information on these sites. 
 
When You Need A Helping Hand 
BPS Staff and Family Helpline: The Buffalo Public Schools have established a ‘Staff and Family 
Helpline’ at 716-816-7100 to provide answers within 24 hours to our most frequently asked questions 
in the areas of Technology, Mental/Physical Wellness, Instruction and Professional Development, 
Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives (CLRI), Multilingual, Elementary and High School 
needs, Food Services, Child Care, and Volunteerism. If you need assistance in any of these areas, 
please contact the hotline number. 

https://cityhonors.org/support-chs/annual-fund/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid-19-testing-information
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid-19-testing-information
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The CHS Student Support Team (SST): If you are seeking additional support or assistance, 
please do not hesitate to make a referral to the CHS SST. The Request for Assistance Form can be 
found at this link. Once your form is submitted, a member of the SST will be in contact with you.  

Mental Health Supports: Here is a quick reference guide which provides contact information for 
mental health support from the Buffalo Public Schools and our partner organizations. 

_____________________________________________ 
Connect with CHS! 
Click on the following links to better connect with the CHS Community 

CHS Website     
CHS on Facebook 
CHS on Twitter 
CHS on Instagram 
Pelion Outdoor Classroom at City Honors 
Easy/No Cost Ways to Support City Honors 
Fosdick Field Restoration Project 
City Honors/Fosdick-Masten Park Foundation 
CHS PTSCO (Parent, Teacher, Student, Community Organization) 
New York State Dignity Act (DASA) Information 
 
Children are endangered by underage house parties and underage drinking. Concerned adults, 
teachers, students and friends can call 24 hours a day in Erie County to report planned underage 
drinking parties; underage drinking parties in progress or other activities that may be harmful to the 
health, safety and welfare of young people. The tip line (1-800-851-1932) is ANONYMOUS, 
CONFIDENTIAL and free. Erie County now has a “Social Host Law” that holds adults accountable for 
allowing minors to drink. LEARN MORE 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nNCgtVioaUS_aFWqCu5g2roMmo8uB5VPijvSuC7VYHxUOFJJV1pHVVNBTEo3SElRSEZXOEdLOUtXTi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nNCgtVioaUS_aFWqCu5g2roMmo8uB5VPijvSuC7VYHxUOFJJV1pHVVNBTEo3SElRSEZXOEdLOUtXTi4u
https://cityhonors.org/files/mental_health_supports.pdf
http://www.cityhonors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cityhonors
http://twitter.com/cityhonors
https://www.instagram.com/cityhonorsschool/
https://peliongarden.org/
https://cityhonors.org/families/resources/
http://www.restoreourfield.org/
https://cityhonors.org/support-chs/ch-fmp-foundation/
https://www.chsptsco.org/
https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/87287
https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/87287
https://thepreventioncouncilec.org/

