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CLRI CURRICULUM

EMANCIPATION 2.0
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GRADES K-6
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Department of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive 
Initiatives District Website

Department of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive 
Initiatives Schoology Group: 5G25-CTP6-NQGZV

Issues with access?
Contact Deborah Bertlesman at dbertlesman@buffaloschools.org

CURRICULUM ACCESS
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The Emancipation Curriculum

Buffalo Public Schools – Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives

• Lessons have been developed for all grade levels PK – 12 and focus 
on a variety of identities:
• African American / Black (AA)
• Indigenous (IN)
• Latinx/Hispanic (LA)
• New American (NA)

• Each grade level includes at least 20 lessons focused on literacy, 
criticality, and the beautiful diversity of the BPS community

• Instructional materials can be found in google drive, including 
teacher-friendly lesson plans and student-friendly PPTs

• Lesson frameworks include a summary, objectives, essential 
questions, BLM Guiding Principles, text resources, key vocabulary, 
and multi-modality instructional steps
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mailto:dbertlesman@buffaloschools.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oBjFQapQmwss94y9BqSInIyYQlA-0oP5?usp=drive_link
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Emancipation Curriculum – Grade 5 Example

Buffalo Public Schools – Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives
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Rising Voices – Grade 5 Example

Buffalo Public Schools – Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives
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Rising Voices Mini-Unit Plan – Grade 5 Example

Buffalo Public Schools – Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives
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Buffalo Public Schools – Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives

5-8 READING ANTHOLOGY 
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Why Culturally Responsive Lessons and Texts are Critical
for Cultivating the Joy and Genius of Our Students

“Curriculum must not only connect to 
the world, but must also disrupt hurt, 

harm, and pain in the world.”
(Muhammad, 2022)

Buffalo Public Schools – Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives
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CURRICULUM EXPLORATION

Please take a few minutes to access and explore the CLRI 
Curriculum. As you explore consider:

• What lessons are most useful to my content area?
• How can I best integrate these lessons into my classroom?
• What questions do I have?
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